
Jokerõs Club Winners 
Dec. 03 - 1st Morris Jolly  

Dec. 10 - 1st Tie John Arbogast & Jackie Huisman    

Dec. 17 - 1st Frances Riccardi 2nd John Arbogast   

Dec. 24 - 1st Dasher 2nd Vixen  

Dec. 31 - 1st Father Time  

Scott ñScoopò Boyd;  Editor - Photographer - Reporter - Storyteller 
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 Thank you to all who had a hand in the 
Christmas party festivities. Good food and gifts 
were the program of the day - a huge success and 
lots of fun.  

 As we begin a new year, my wish for each of 
you would be that the year will be filled with 
health and happiness. Enjoy everyday you are able 
to come to the club and join your friends in a 
great game of lawn bowling.  

 In the coming weeks I will be asking every-
one if there is something they would like to do for 
the club. In the back of our telephone directory 
there are various jobs you might consider. If so, 
let me know. All jobs are important! Be active in 
your club if you are able.  

Be kind to one another. If you want a friend, be a 
friend.  

May our Creator bless us all in 2011   
Sincerely, Cecile  

Ann Kirchberg  1/5  

Milton  Merrill  1/14 

Bob Ogden 1/15 

Jack  Strong  1/17 

Ralph Trosino  1/22  

Norm  Imberman  1/28  

Lou Ambrose  1/30  

Howard  Doty  1/31 
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The New Officers and Directors for the 

LBLBC in 2011; 

President: Cecile Langevin 

Vice President: Rickie Neal                        

Secretary: Bernie Crabtree 

Treasurer: Candy DeFazio 

Directors: John Arbogast, Joel Fruehan &   

       Eileen Lancendorfer  

Message from the President  
  Cecile Langevin  

http://www.thewinecountry.com/


 

Practice Makes Perfect  
Drill # 1 - The 4-Jack Drill  

¶ Place one jack each at the far 2-meter mark and at each hog line, centering them and placing a chalk mark under 

them. 

¶ Place the mat at the near 2-meter mark.  (If you are unfamiliar with the rink, you may wish to bowl 4 trial ends, 16 

bowls total, to decide which side of this rink you wish to play.) 

¶ Decide which side of the rink you will play, and draw 2 bowls to the short jack, and 2 to the long jack. 

¶ Pick up the mat, place the 4th jack at the 2-meter mark you are leaving, and go the other end, gathering all 4 bowls 

there. 

¶ Scoring is simple: 1 point for every bowl within 1 foot (you may wish to increase this to 2 feet if the green is 14                

second pace or faster); no points for anything else. 

¶ At the other end, for the play back, play the same side of the rink, again 2 short and 2 long, and again keep score.  

Now, in one round trip, you have played 2 short and 2 long on both BH and FH.  Play at least 10 ends (5 RT's or 40 

bowls).  10 RTs (20 ends or 80 bowls) is better but time-consuming. 

Total up your points and calculate your percentage of success. 

 This exercise accomplishes many good things. It gives you an organized and purposeful exercise.  It will identify 

any temporary weakness in your drawing.  It will give you a baseline for improvement.  It will give you confidence on 

the mat.  Do this for at least a year if you aren't already doing so.  Whether or not you persevere with this training, with 

time you will see what you could do in the past.  When you get onto the mat in a crucial situation, you will have input 

on what your success ratio will be. 

 If wished, the weather and green conditions may be recorded.  Environmental factors will affect the scores.  The 

truly dedicated will also try to attempt to practice under adverse conditions, like when ill, and in rain weather.  Major 

events are often held during adverse weather conditions.  If your scores are significantly worse in wet weather, you need 

to learn how to bowl well in the wet. 

SWWD Vet-Novice Mix-Match Triples 
12/11 at Long Beach LBC (15 Teams) 

1st - Ed Quo, Scott & Linda Roberts 

2nd - Charlie & Cathie Herbert, Brett Nista 

3rd - Liam Courtney, Dee McSparran, Martin Wood 

Long Beach Lawn Bowling  
Club Champions 2010  

Congratulations  
Singles - Gordon Thomas 

Pairs - John Arbogast & Reggie Rook 

Triples - Morris Jolly, Cecile Langevin & Eileen    

        Lancendorfer 

Take The Eye Test 
If You Can Read This 

Your Vision is 20/20 
If you havenôt paid your dues for 2011 contact Candy DeFazio immediately!  

The Write Shot Wants You! 
 Have you ever felt your creative writ-

ing skills have gone unappreciated? Have you 

continually searched for a vehicle where you 

can use flagrant nouns and uncensored adjec-

tives? Yes you say! Bingo, itôs your lucky 

day! Starting with the April issue you can be 

the new editor of The Write Shot. The pay is 

negotiable and your expense account is only 

limited to the amount of money you have in 

your savings account.                                         

All interested parties contact Scoop.    



 

What is Meant by a "Ditcher" as Opposed to a "Toucher"  
 A ditcher is a bowl that goes into the ditch without having touched the jack in the process. If the bowl touches the 

jack it counts as a toucher and stays ñliveò. A ditcher is a ñdeadò bowl and must be removed from the ditch to the bank 

where it can play no further part in the end. 

 It is possible for a bowl to fly off the rink at such speed that it hits the back of the ditch and rebounds on to the 

green. This will, however, still count as a ditcher and therefore be removed. On the other hand, should this happen to the 

jack it remains live and is not moved from where it comes to rest. 

Bowling a Ditcher 
 Generally speaking, a ditcher represents an error on the part of the bowler. Too much weight has been applied to 

the bowl and it has simply gone too far. Very often this is an understandable mistake. The aim of most draw bowlers is 

to get the bowl close to the jack and behind it if possible. If the jack is close to the ditch to start with, the margin for error 

in drawing behind the jack is going to be limited. 

 The hazard of ditching is greater when the green has been poorly maintained and is not perfectly flat. It often 

happens that the green slopes slightly downwards in the last foot or two in front of the ditch. This is where players stand 

when waiting to play and place their feet when getting on and off the green, so some depression of the ground is quite 

likely over time. Unfortunately, this also means that bowls are more likely to roll off the green and into the ditch should 

they get close to the edge. 

Bowling to Create a Ditcher 
 Having a bowl close to the edge of the ditch can be a distinct advantage. As ñbest backò it could be in prime posi-

tion to become the shot bowl if the jack is pushed back. Likewise, it could be shot or count in the score if the jack is al-

ready in the ditch. 

 Assuming that the bowl in question is not a toucher, the oppositionôs best tactic could be to knock it into the 

ditch, from where it will then be removed and thus no longer play a part in the game. It therefore becomes the focus of 

attention, with the ideal shot being to knock it into the ditch with oneôs own bowl staying on the green. It may be worth 

sacrificing a bowl by ensuring that the target bowl goes into the ditch even if oneôs own bowl follows it there. 

Stopping a Ditcher 
 It is sometimes the case that the jack and/or one or more touchers are already in the ditch, where they must not be 

disturbed (they can be replaced in position should that occur). A bowl that is clearly going to ditch can be stopped by 

hand or foot should it look likely to cause a disturbance problem. However, care should be taken to ensure that this is 

indeed the case, as a player must not stop a bowl if there is a chance that it could stay on the green. This does not apply if 

the reason for staying on the green is because it would be resting on a bowl that is already in the ditch ï if it would other-

wise have fallen in, it counts as a ditcher. 

 On a fast green, with the jack close to the ditch, it can happen that the end finishes with more ditchers than live 

bowls. Whatever the conditions, though, it is always annoying when oneôs bowls topple in! 

Police Almost Summoned to Christmas Party 
 Dec 12th - What a fantastic turnout we had at the Annual Christmas Party. The spirit of Christmas permeated the 

air as members were decked out in their finest holiday regalia. Festivities started with a quick game of bowls then moved 

into the clubhouse where a delicious meal provided by Jillôs Catering was served. Excitement reached stratospheric 

heights when Rickie Neal started calling names for the gift exchange game. Rickie suggested we try this game this year 

where members would choose a gift after their number was called. As each memberôs number was called they could   

either steal or open a gift. Any particular gift could only be stolen three times and then it was frozen. The action got hot 

and heavy as members relentlessly and unmercifully stole gifts from one another as if they had a guaranteed free pass 

through the Pearly Gates. Long Beach Police were nearly called when Gloria Godwin stood on a chair and proclaimed, 

ñIôm sick and tired of getting mugged!ò Poor Gloria had so many presents stolen she was seriously considering filling 

out a police report. Popular gifts being hijacked multiple times were movie tickets and anything with alcohol in it. 

 Members were to bring gifts that were appropriate for either a man or a woman. Well, someone didn't get the 

memo. When Ben ñRudolphò French opened his gift the look of shock was evident as he sheepishly unveiled three pairs 

of Victoria Secretôs pink panties. The look of displeasure quickly washed from Big Benôs face and was replaced with 

giddy excitement when he realized ..........they were his size! At least we know one person who went home happy, or 

should I say titillated, with their gift! Everyone had lots of fun playing the gift exchange game. Special thanks go out to 

John Arbogast, Tom Davis, Jose Miller, Eileen L. and Candy DeFazio for all their hard work putting the party together.  



 


